SAYS PENAL CODE
FOOTERS CRINE

Speaker at Independent Progres-
sive Club Criticizes System of
Punishing Lawbreakers.

The penal code is all wrong and
much harm {s being dore to society and
to criminals themselves, by the pres.
ent mode of dealing with crime, de-
clared S. M. Slonim In an address at 3
meeting of the Independent Progressivs
<lud, held last night in Kalamnazoo ball

The speaker said that the present
method of punishment ouly hinders
Justice, and Instead of preventing
crime, educates young men and boys to
commit theft, robbery and even mur.
der. There is great opportunity for re-
form, bhe said. In dealing with crim.
inals. The reformatory movement, tha
speaker asserted, which provides for
treatment of criminals by trzined at.
tendants, offers the best solution te
the problem. By it criminals may really
be reformed and turned Into the world
1o become honest, self supporticg citl-
zens. He mentloned places where this
is being done successtully.

There were addresses by two othes
speakers. _A. Flax talked on “Educa
tion in Ancient Times,” and Aax Cono-
val gave a 15-minute address on “Ter-
ritorialism,” or a “Jewish Government*

A. Deiman gave a recitation in Yid
@ish. Other literary numbers were giver
by members of the club. The organl
zation, which was formed for educa-
tional purposes, Is rapidly increasing
its membership.




